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Immigrant





Learner/Researcher/
Practitioner/Scholar

Goal Digger/Obstacle Remover/
Connector

Father/Family/Friend/Mentor
Sociolite/Proud Leo/Limitless 
Thinking



Journey



-Who am I?
-Who am I not?

-What do I believe in?
-What do I need to do as I serve 

others?



Career 
Journey

Riverside High School

UW-Parkside

YMCA - Youth Programs

Bilingual Educator - Milwaukee Public Schools 

Cardinal Stritch- Masters Program

Instructional Coach/School Leader

Cardinal Stritch - Doctorate

Managing Director of Impact – City Year Milwaukee

President & Executive Director – Data You Can 
Use 





Mission

Vision

Advancing community access to data and the skills needed to 

drive informed and equitable decision-making in Milwaukee and 

beyond.

Our neighbors and partners have the data, tools, skills, and 

experience they need to create equitable and healthy 

communities.



DYCU

Connecting 
people who 

need data and 
people who 
have data.

GOVERNMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD 
ORGANIZATIONS

FUNDERS 

RESIDENTS

ACADEMICS

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS

Better data, 

better decisions, 
better communities.



Data You Can Use



DYCU provides tools to support 
professionals and community members to:

● Access hyper local data 

● Build knowledge and skills 

● Data-driven decision making

● Make data actionable 



MKE Indicators Neighborhood 
Portraits



Equitable Housing Population Market Value Equity & Access Health

Latinx/ Hispanic 

Homeownership

Overall Population 

Change
Vacancy Rate

Access to Basic 

Needs

Housing Built Before 

1950

Black / African 

American 

Homeownership

Change in 

Households with 

Children

Residential Sales
Access to Quality 

Schools
Asthma Prevalence

Rental Housing Cost 

Burden

Black / African 

American Population
Homeownership

Access to 

Employment
Obesity Prevalence

Access to Broadband 

Internet
Asian Population

New Construction 

and Major Rehabs
Civic Engagement Poor Mental Health

Access to Healthy 

Food

Latinx / Hispanic 

Population
Foreclosures Diversity Index

Visits to Dentist or 

Dental Clinic

Access to Parks White Population
Historic 

Disadvantage

MKE Indicators



○ Displays maps of each indicators 
across all five categories into one
interactive portal – Esri 
Experience Builder

○ Data mostly from 2021 or more 
recent 

○ Includes features like pop-ups that 
provide more data for each census 
tract / geographic boundary and 
neighborhood boundaries that 
can be turned on and off

○ Includes data sheets that can be 
downloaded for each indicators + 
one complete summary file



Neighborhood Portraits



What data is included in the portraits?

American Community 
Survey Data: 2019-2023 5-

Year Estimates

Selected census tracts 
representing each neighborhood

27 “standard” tables for each 
neighborhood



Tables Included in the Neighborhood Portraits

Population 
Characteristics

Housing and 
Household 
Characteristics



Example Table



Data Empowers 

● Data does not create meaning, people create meaning

● Use data to IMPROVE – NOT to prove

● Don’t act on ”just any” data 

● “Nothing about us, without us”



Mapping the Milwaukee Food Environment



Mapping the Milwaukee Food Environment

Network Mapping Geographic Mapping





“Wealth is opportunity. 
Wealth is the ability to survive, thrive, and be 
resilient in the face of adversity. While money 

may not guarantee happiness, financial 
security plays an important role in an 

individual’s well-being.”



Being above this line 

means a household has 

more total debts than 

total assets







Data Connects 

All too often, decision makers view or discuss data in silos. 

● Connecting people who have data with people who need data

● Ensuring that human stories accompany statistics 

● Convening community leaders 

● Creating shared goals to drive action



Data Connects 



Data Connects 

October 7th - 8am-4pm @ Discovery World 



Data Connects 

“DYCU has been an important 
partner for the work our 
department does with our 
youth by not only assessing 
needs to promote greater 
success for Black and Brown 
males in Milwaukee, but 
educating them in analyzing 
and interpreting data to serve 
the needs of their 
community”

-Nate Deans, BLMA Director 



Transformation



Transformation 

Starts With 

You





Finding the Bright Spots in 
Data 



SUBJECT GRADE

Reading B

Math F

Science B

Social Studies B

English A

Art B



Youth Achievement Data Chats

Black Youth: April 2023

• Highlight “bright spots” of data - or areas where Black and Latine 
youth are excelling, inside and outside the classroom

• Quantitative data from the U.S. Census American Community 
Survey and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 
tool WISEdash

• Data chats – small, focused conversations of about five to fifteen 
individuals convened by partner organizations

Latine Youth: Oct - Dec 2024



Page 39Page #

Did You Know?

According to the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction, Black and Latine student enrollment in 

Career and Technical education in Milwaukee 
nearly tripled between 2018 and 2023!



Career Technical Education Participants 



Seeing the best 
in people





53204 53206



Dr. Amaya's Top 5 Recommendations 
for Success

•Everyone wants to change the world, change and improve yourself first.

•Plan long term. Achieving goals is not a race, it is more like a marathon, slow and steady.

•You are your biggest competition

•Own your narrative.... create your own story (Nothing happens by accident, it happens by design)

•As long as you are true to yourself, you already won!



-Who are you?
-Who are you not?

-What do you believe in?
-What do you need to do as you 

serve others?



Connect with us to learn more

datayoucanuse.org

Dr. Victor Amaya

President & Executive Director 

Data You Can Use

victor@datayoucanuse.org

Thank you!

http://datayoucanuse.org/
mailto:victor@datayoucanuse.org
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